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Thunderstorms
Lightning in open terrain is almost always a threat to life. If a thunderstorm is 
�L�Q���W�K�H���R�I�¿�Q�J���\�R�X���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����,�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���W�K�H���O�L�J�K�W�Q�L�Q�J�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
thunderstorms are often accompanied by cloudbursts and torrential rainfall, and 
occasionally by hailstones as large as tennis balls, and dangerous gusts of wind. 
These all easily cause damage, not just from felled trees or severed branches, 
but also through lightning strikes themselves, which may lead to complete  
districts experiencing a blackout. The torrential rains may cause streams and  
rivers suddenly to burst their banks. 
In such surging tides of churning water, burbling brooks change into wide fast 
�À�R�Z�L�Q�J���U�L�Y�H�U�V�����W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�T�X�H���F�D�P�S�V�L�W�H�V���L�Q�W�R���D���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�H�O�O�����0�X�G�V�O�L�G�H�V���D�Q�G��
avalanches can cause enormous damage, and lead to casualties every year. 
Mountains are particularly notorious for sudden complete changes of weather 
with warmth and sunshine followed by cold and snowfall, even in the middle 
of summer. Under such conditions it’s not unusual for temperatures to drop 20 
degrees in a very short time.  

The most severe thunderstorms generally occur in the summer when there is 
humid air and exceptional warmth. In particular, when cooler air approaches, 
enormous thunderclouds can develop with tops reaching 15 km or more, able to 
contain vast quantities of water. Thunderstorms in the mountains can certainly 
be treacherous, since the growth of thunderclouds may be hidden from hill 
walkers and mountaineers by the higher summits, resulting in them not being 
aware of what is taking place close by.
 
The meteorologists at www.meteoalarm.eu  follow such developments  
�F�O�R�V�H�O�\���D�Q�G���F�D�Q���R�I�W�H�Q���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X���D���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�K�X�Q�G�H�U�F�O�R�X�G���K�D�V�� 
developed!

Lightning tips
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